The Topkapi Palace Museum Web page was created as a part of a National Science Foundation (NSF) research grant called 'Museum Audio-Visual Information Management System' given to Bilkent University in Ankara and the University of Minnesota. Topkapi Palace in Istanbul was not only the residence of Ottoman sultans but also the administrative centre of the Ottoman Empire for four centuries. The first palace building was constructed in 1470 by Mehmet II (the Conqueror), and evolved into a large complex of buildings, annexes, courtyards and gardens until the reign of Abdulmecid I (1839±60).
1 After the foundation of the Turkish Republic in 1923, the Topkapi Palace was renovated and transformed into a museum. The Web site for the Topkapi Palace is under the Bilkent University host at http:// www.ee.bilkent.edu.tr/~history/topkapi. html, and serves an average of 1,000 visitors per month. Most of the images on`virtual display' are digitized versions of documents, objects and pictures on exhibit in the Topkapi Palace. Due to the huge number of displayed and archived items, only a fraction of the museum's holdings could be digitized and put on the Web page.
The layout of the Web page is designed in a hierarchical manner. The opening part presents a brief history of the Topkapi Palace and the main section headings. Also, important keywords are marked as active fields, and by clicking on them the visitor can get detailed information about the location of the palace and the plan of the museum. Porcelains: a total of 10,700 Chinese and 730 Japanese porcelains ranging from the thirteenth to the twentieth century make the Topkapi Palace collection one of the most valuable in the world; several outstanding pieces are displayed here.
Guns and Armoury: this link is currently under construction and will contain pictures of the guns and uniforms of the janissaries.
The third part of the Web page is about the architecture and location of the museum. The Topkapi Palace is situated in one of Istanbul's most scenic locations, Sarayburnu (Seraglio Point). Since it was an evolving structure over time and space, it was not designed by a single architect and its style is consciously humble, avoiding monumental fac Ëades. In this part of the Web page, pictures from various gates, interior and exterior sections of the harem (the living quarters of the Ottoman 24 ß UNESCO 2000 sultans), the Baghdad Pavilion, the chambers of various sultans, baths, and courtyards as well as pictures of intricately decorated surfaces and walls can be accessed. The visitor can also view a live image of the Topkapi Palace as well as entrances of the Golden Horn and the Bosphorus strait from the Marmara Sea. The live image is obtained via a link in which a camera is placed on top of the Turkcell Plaza building in Istanbul.
A bibliography is also included. The visitor can find not only a list of books and papers about the Topkapi Palace but also access the links to various related Web sites as well as the catalogue of the Halil Inalcik collection at the Bilkent University library, which contains information about Professor Halil Inalcik's personal book and rare document collection on Ottoman and Turkish history.
The Web page provides a multi-resolution viewing capability. Initially, low resolution versions (thumbnail pictures) of the images are displayed. High resolution pictures can be viewed by clicking on them. The information content of the Topkapi Palace Web page is freely available; however, as some of the high-quality digitized pictures have commercial value, a way of preventing their unauthorized use is to embed digital watermarks in the images. 
